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Abbey‘s library

EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM 
at the PESTALOZZI CHILDREN’S V ILLAGE

Text: Carlo

The Abbey‘s library was found by 
St.Othmar but in 937 the hungari-
ans raided the abbey setting it on 
fire. Luckily, the books were hid-
den so they didnt manage to burn 
them. In middle age the books 
were very rare and extremely pre-
cious because of the enormous 
amount of time and resources used 
to write just one copy, so the num-

Historical center 
of St. Gallen
Text: Angelina
Yesterday evening, the 21th of 
march, we went to the Histori-
cal centre of St. Gallen. It was an 
amazing journey, because we had 
known a lot of new interesting in-
formation about this city and its 
history. We visited many different 
sights as you can see in the pic-
tures. Our group realised that St 
Gallen is really wonderful place 
with awesome architecture. Also 
we liked its shops and cafes. They 

ber of books held in the library 
was scarce. Only after the inventi-
on of the printing stamp by Guten-
berg in 1440 the number of books 
in the library started increasing 
drastically. The library‘s hall was 
rebuild in the middle of the 18th 
century in a rococo(late baroque) 
style. In the library there are co-
pies of famous books such as „La 
Gerusalemme liberata“ written by 
Torquato Tasso, some Shakespe-
are plays, and a full copy of the 
Monumenta Germaniae Historica, 
a collection of books which tells 
about the political relationships 
between Germany and other coun-
tries. Right now the abbey hosts a 
catholic private school and a part 
of it is where the local bishop lives.

Two of the excursions yesterday evening in St. Gallen
Photo of the group from the guided tour throught the historical center of Saint Gallen Photo: Sasha

are good too. So, 
we spent that time 
with great pleasu-
re.



2  | European Youth Forum Trogen 2017

Wednesday, 22nd March 2017 Wednesday, 22nd March 2017

European Youth Forum Trogen 2017 | 3  

Text and Photo: Ugo and Elettra
Democracy

Text: Luca and Gabor

The discussed topic of the day is 
freedom.
First they made a discussion about 
what freedom is and there was a 
conversation about the difference 
between Freedom and Happiness 
and also Anarchy. There were 
some pieces of paper on the floor 
containing different words which 
describe the different identifica-
tions of the word Freedom: the 
most used was „Indipendence“.
Then they have been divided in 
groups randomly to talk and write 
down five most important human 
rights  from The European Human 
Rights and its protocals.
Each group chose as the most im-
portant the Right to life. Mostly 
the diffrent groups wrote down the 
same rights.

We asked the participants what 
Integration means for them and 
that’s the answer:

Integration means accepting 
somebody without changing 
him or her and taking re-
sponsibility for both sides 
and accepting the cultures by 
finding the good things.

Every delegation had to make a 
poster with their minority and it 
was very shocking to see the dif-
ferences between all the countrys.

While Italy, Germany and Swit-
zerland had problems with the 
refugees, Ukraine and Russia had 
a big minority of gay people. We 
could see on the poster, people 
beating up gay people. They have 
a organisation that beats them up. 

Identity

Integration
Text: Giada and Mark

If the organisation wouldn’t do it, 
the police would.

Hungary has a own problem. 
They have to fight with the gyp-
sis because they stay at home and 
do nothing. They steal things from 
people and get money from the 
government for their children.

Turkeys biggest problem is terrror-
ism. ... told us in a interview that he 
couldn’t go to the shopping center 
of his city because it was bombed 
and at the  100 people died and 
he is afraid of hanging out with his 
friends because of it.
If you compare Latvia with the rest 

of the delegations, you can clear-
ly see that they have hardly any 
problems. The only thing we saw 
was that the integration before the 
war in the 18 th century was kind 
of non-existent and now it is really 
big.

What we realised is that every 
country has a big problem with 
their minority and it really sensi-
bilised us.

“We are the future, so just make 
it good”  

Today we were able to join the 
Identity workshop and listen to 
them for a while. They presented 
their countries and culture. They 
mentioned their traditions and tal-
ked about very interesting topics, 
like politics, history, nature, reli-
gion, integration and economics. 
We were amazed how they talked 
about the problems in their coun-
tries and they were also trying to 
find solutions for one others pro-
blems together. We want to quote 
some very important thoughts 
they had: “We are the future, so just 
make it good!”  (Latvia). While se-
arching for solutions they said for 
every one: “Don’t believe everything 
you hear, just make your own opinion!” 
(Germany). 

Afterwards we had the possibility 
to interview two of the members, 
Sophie and Lilli. We asked them, 
why this topic is important for 
them. They said that they need 
to think about themselves and 
the problems in their country and 
they also get to know to the other 
countries problems. When we 
asked them, how they feel about 
talking about their problems, they 
answered, that they benefit from 
each other, because they are get-
ting answers and solutions.

They also talked about, that they 
can work great together in the 
group, because they made many 
friends and that they have a great 
atmosphere while working.

We talked with the Team Lea-
der Jens Weber to know what he 
thinks about the group and he was 
so glad because he thinks that di-
scussions are very reflected and 
respectful. And that this young 
people say their own opinion wi-
thout problems and insults. He 
also thinks that they are discussing 
so deeply and that it is normal to 
come to a point that you have a 
contradiction. But they are trying 
to bring down the definition of 
democracy from their experiences 
and opinions.

One conflict – eight solutions  

Today we visited the conflict 
workshop to get a few impres-
sions. We had a chance to watch 
them working and ask a few ques-
tions. 

They were working on a roleplay 
in which they are all habitants of 
the village with a lot of muslin im-
migrants. These Muslims want to 
build a mosque, what starts a big 
discussion. So now the habitants 
have to build their own opinion. 
Like in every real village there 
are different parties which are for 
or against the mosque. And also 
there are some people which are 
looking for a compromise and 
another group of habitants which 
just wants to stay out of the con-
flict. 

We heard that they played some 

other games like this and on this 
way they tried to find new solu-
tions to solve problems. The teens 
learned much about conflicts 
and how different peoples react 
in different situations. Also they 
discussed different stereotypes of 
people. Like a shark which only 
sees his perspective and doesn’t 
care about the others. Also there 
is a teddy which is always happy 

Conflict        
transformation
Text: Daria and Lukas

with everything and always says 
“yes” to the ideas which others 
have. A turtle is a person who 
avoids all conflicts and is looking 
for the easiest way. Moreover, 
there is a fox which is looking for 
a compromise making everyone 
happy. And the last one is the owl 
who tries to collaborate. 

The abbey of St. Gallen, an UNESCO World Heritage Photo: Sasha

. .

Photo: Sasha

Dont’ forget to upload your 
quotes, pictures, short clips 
and impressions of the forum 
with the hashtag  #EYFT17  
on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter and more.
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Gender
Text: Sasha and Angelina

Today we visited the Gender work-
shop. We understood how this top-
ic is necessary nowadays for whole 
world. This day participants had 
discussion about gender equality 
in different countries. Each delega-
tion had prepared a project, than 
they had represented it to others. 
Everybody had 4 same points like:

• Legislation to ensure 
equality

• Programmes that encour-
age and support girls and 
women

• Organisations that sup-
port gender equlity

• Main challenges for 
reaching gender equality

This points helped to describe sit-
uation of gender discrimination in 
their countries.

First country was Russia. Rus-
sians told us that in their country 
federal laws on state guaranteed 
of equal rights and freedom and 
equal opportunities for men and 
women. Also they have such or-
ganisation like Union of women 
of Russia (public non-government 
organisation). But in their country 
discrimination in employment still 
exists. Moreover, people underes-
timate the potential of women.

Next deligation was from Hunga-
ry. They have 15 points of basic 
law which provide an idea that 
you can not discriminate someody 
because of his or her gender, skin 
colour, religion etc. But hungari-
ans have only one or two women’s 
days, when women can receive 
some presents or different nice 
things from men. For example, 
8th of march. Other days are „for 
men“.

The interesting information was 
told by the Italian delegation. It-
aly had a wierd law, which was 
canceled in 1963: „Woman can 
be fired if she get married“. This 
country had turned into tolerance, 
but there are still gender problems. 
For example, catholic church have 
a big influence into people. In Ita-
ly women can not be a priest.

Situation in Turkey connected with 
religion too. Nowadays women in 
this country must not wear hijabs 
but sociey react bad if women do 
not wear it. By the way, the first 
turkish politic, who gave political 
and social rights for women, was 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. He start-
ed an emancipation of women in 
Turkey.
So, now you know more about 
gender situation in different coun-
tries.

You want to know what to do on a rainy day? 
Here are some opportunities you can do with your new friends.
 -   Go to the YouthClub, there are many possibilities to play games, to paint, to make music or to 
just chill and talk to each other.
 -   Visit your new friends in their houses and let them show you their room or their living room.
 -   Play cards with friends of your friends, so you get to know new people.
 -   Learn more about the pestalozzi Children’s Foundation in the Visitor’s center. the entrance is free 
for every member of the forum.
 -   Enjoy washing the dishes with someone from your house with good music in the background.
 -   Take your warm jacket, an umbrella and a friend with you and search a place you can sit down 
an listen to the rain and talk to each other.

Important links for you:
www.eyft.eu
www.pestalozzi.ch
www.powerup.ch

Dont’ forget to upload your 
quotes, pictures, short clips 
and impressions of the forum 
with the hashtag  #EYFT17  
on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter and more.

Higlights of the week
Share the experiences you made 
and the moments you liked with 
the person right beside you.  The 
best time to know each other better 
is Now.

COLLECT SIGNATURES 
OF YOUR FRIENDS 
HERE:
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